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Introduction to COBOL Programming

2251

This course provides a basic foundation in business application program development using the COBOL language. 
In addition to explanation of the correct usage of language elements, special emphasis is given to the structure of 
a program. With a sound knowledge of the workings of a COBOL program, along with effective use of COBOL’s 
implementation of logic structures, programmers can develop systems that are correct, easy to understand, and 
easy to modify.

This course is suggested for programmers new to or re-learning the COBOL language and need to be able to read 
or code a basic program.

Students should have an understanding of basic information systems concepts. No prior programming experience 
is required. Programming workshops can be conducted on the mainframe or using the personal computer. It is 
helpful if students are familiar with the environment (e.g. TSO, CMS, PC-COBOL, etc.)

• Describe the four divisions of a COBOL program

• Compile, link, test and debug basic COBOL application programs

• Correct syntax errors in COBOL programs

• Create COBOL edit and report programs

• Learn and practice the application of Structured Programming constructs to COBOL programs

• Write and CALL subprograms

• Structured Programming Concepts

• Basic Elements of a COBOL program

• Compiling and Testing

• The Four Divisions of a COBOL program

• Input/Output Statements

• Data Manipulation Statements

• Branching Statements

• Report Programs/Editing

• Arithmetic

• Called Modules				            
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